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Religious Education Policy 

The humanities curriculum will embrace the subjects of History, Geography and Religious Education. 

The teaching of Religious Education makes a positive contribution to the curriculum by developing a 

pupil’s knowledge and understanding of religion, religious beliefs, practices, language and traditions 

and their influence on individuals, communities, societies, and cultures. It helps to promote pupil’s 

spiritual, moral, social, and cultural development and to prepare all pupils for the opportunities, 

responsibilities and experience of the present and future. 

Religious Education encourages respect for all beliefs and cultures as well as helping to promote the 

pupil’s spiritual, moral, physical, and cultural development. The teaching of Religion should also help 

pupils to learn about religion as well as learning from religion. 

All children who attend Birchwood School have a primary diagnosis of ASC; this means that they find 

it hard to see things from other people’s perspectives.  They might also have trouble understanding 

that other people can have desires and beliefs that are different from theirs.  The Religious 

Education Curriculum is designed to teach children about different religions, and the similarities and 

differences between them. 

Aims 

The purpose of Religious Education at Birchwood School is to develop: 

• Self awareness 

• Respect for all 

• Open mindedness 

• Appreciation and wonder 

• Personal reflection 

• A sense of belonging and identity 

The purpose of Religious Education at Birchwood School to develop 

• Knowledge and understanding of religious and world views 

• To enhance pupil’s awareness and understanding of religious beliefs, teachings and 

practices, forms of expression, family life, communities, and cultures. 

• Expression and communication of ideas and insights about the nature, significance 

and impact of religions and world views 

• Gain and deploy the skills needed to engage seriously with religions and world views 

• Ability to flourish within their communities as well as individually as citizens in a 

multicultural, pluralistic, and global community 

• Prepare pupils for adult life, employment and lifelong learning 

Through careful planning and preparation, we aim to ensure that throughout the school 

children are given opportunities for: 
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• Learning about a range of religions 

• Practical activities and experiences that will motivate and stimulate interest and 

excitement for learning, including visiting places of worship from different religions. 

• Discussion and asking questions 

How Religious Education support British Values 

Religious Education is an area where values are explored in depth. The British Values are defined as 

democracy, the rule of law, individual liberty, and mutual respect for and tolerance of those with 

different faiths and beliefs. 

Democracy – through discussion in RE, pupils can realise the significance of each person’s ideas and 

experiences. 

The rule of law – through RE pupils will examine different examples of codes for human life e.g. 

commandments, rules, or precepts. 

Individual liberty – through RE, pupils consider questions about identify, belonging and diversity, 

learning about what it means to live free from constraints. 

Mutual tolerance – learning about different ways of life and beliefs requires an understanding of 

difference. RE helps pupils to move beyond tolerance towards increasing respect and celebration of 

diversity. 

Teacher planning and organisation 

Each class teacher is responsible for the Religious Education in their class. All teaching will 

be appropriately differentiated to meet the individual starting points of the young people. 

We achieve this by: 

• Setting common tasks which are differentiated 

• Providing resources to support learning 

• Using additional adult support effectively 

 

 

 

Long Term Planning 

The schools long term plan reflects the fact that the religious traditions in Great Britain and 

in the main Christian, whilst taking account of the teaching and practices of the other 

principal religions of Judaism, Hinduism, Islam, Buddhism and Sikhism. 

Medium Term Planning 

Key Stage 2 

In Key Stage 2, children will be taught and Christianity and Judaism.  Visits to churches and 

synagogues and visits from religious leaders will enhance the learning experience.  
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While Religious Education is taught as a discrete subject, teachers are encouraged to encompass 

other subjects e.g. art, DT, Computing etc to create a multi-sensory approach. 

Key Stage 3 

In Key Stage 3, children will be taught more about Christianity but also about Hinduism and 

Islamism. Visits to religious places and meeting with key religious people will be used to help to 

enhance this learning experience. 

Key Stage 4 

If a pupil decides to continue to learn about religions in Key Stage 4, they will continue to learn 

about Christianity but also about Buddhism and Sikhism. 

If appropriate, pupils will work towards a qualification in Religious Education. 

ASDAN 

Beliefs and Values Short Course (age 13+)  

https://www.asdan.org.uk/courses/programmes/beliefs-and-values-short-course 

This course will focus on: 

• Values, beliefs and decision making 

• Environment 

• Crime and punishment 

• Peace and conflict 

• Beliefs and practice 

• Inspiration  

 

Short Term Planning  

It is the class teacher who completes the weekly plans for the teaching of Religious 

Education.  These weekly plans, list specific learning objectives for each young person and 

details the learning experiences they will facilitate. 

Homework is used to support Religious Education. 

All classrooms will contain resources, which support the pupils learning, these will be 

appropriately stored and accessible. Teacher’s plans focus on development so that they 

build on prior learning. The teaching of Religious Education and additional experiences give 

pupils the opportunity to develop skills, knowledge and understanding. Pupils are teacher 

assessed to ensure that they have understood and have met the objectives. 

Right of Withdrawal  

According to the Education Act 1996 and the School Standards and Framework Act 1988 parents 

have the right to withdraw their children from all or part of Religious Education lessons. 

Pupil’s work 

https://www.asdan.org.uk/courses/programmes/beliefs-and-values-short-course
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When working in books, all lessons will start with a lesson context label. Evidence from 

lessons may take many forms including, jottings and written text, photographs, film clips 

(viewed via QR Scan Codes) and Adult Observations Records. 

Once a pupil has a good standard of written work, they will be allowed to use pen. 

Pupils should reflect on their learning using the self evaluation stamp. 

 

Marking 

Marking of children’s work is essential to ensure that further progress is made. This allows 

for misconceptions to be addressed. Children may have corrections in their work, and these 

will be completed at the start of the next lesson. 

Work will be marked following Birchwood School’s Marking and Feedback Policy. 

 

Assessment 

Teachers will make regular assessments of each pupil’s progress and record these 

systematically. 

Pupil’s work is assessed frequently through 

• Regular marking 

• Analysing errors 

• Questioning 

• Discussion 

• Plenaries 

Progress during lessons will be describes as Working Towards (WT), Achieved (A) or Secure 

(S). 

This information is used to inform future planning and teaching. Lessons are adapted readily 

and short-term planning is evaluated and annotated accordingly. 

Pupil Progress meetings are held termly to discuss progress, set targets and to identify next 

steps. 

 

Date Changes made Signature 
March 2021 Ratified  GovCom 

March 2022 Reviewed DC 
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