
Policy Number: BWS 14 History Policy – March 2022 – version 2 
 
 

 

Policy Name History 

Policy Number BWS 14 – version 2 

Date implemented December 2019 

Updated March 2022 

Implemented by DC 

Next Review date March 2023 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Policy Number: BWS 14 History Policy – March 2022 – version 2 
 
 

 

 

History  Policy 

The humanities curriculum will embrace the subjects of History, Geography and Religious 

Education.  

The teaching of Humanities is the essential aspect of the development of the whole child.  It 

helps them to understand themselves and others in relation to place, time, belief, identify 

and culture to become empathetic, thoughtful and critical citizens. 

The aim of history at Birchwood School is to stimulate interest, curiosity and understanding 

about the past. Through the curriculum, pupil will gain a knowledge and understanding of 

Britain’s past and that of the wider world. The teaching of history should equip children to 

ask questions, think critically, weigh up evidence and develop perspective and judgement. 

All children who attend Birchwood School have a primary diagnosis of ASC and Specific 

Learning Difficulties. It is highly likely that the children will also have communication 

difficulties and low levels of English and Maths, the history curriculum is designed to help 

children overcome their prime learning difficulties. 

 

Aims 

• To foster an interest in the past and to develop an understanding that enables them 

to enjoy all that history has to offer. 

• To enable children to know about significant events in British history, to appreciate 

how things have changes over time and understand how Britain has influenced the 

wider world. 

• To develop a sense of chronology and understand how they fit into the framework of 

the past, present and future. 

• To have a coherent knowledge and understanding of the world. 

• To help children understand society and their place within it, so that they develop a 

sense of cultural heritage. 

The purpose of History at Birchwood School is to develop: 

• And inspire curiosity and fascination 

• Think critically and respond to important questions 

• Ask perceptive questions 

• Develop perspective and judgements 

• Understand people and appreciate their opinions and traditions. 
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Through careful planning and preparation, we aim to ensure that throughout the school 

children are given opportunities for: 

• Practical activities and experiences that will motivate and stimulate interest and 

excitement for learning. 

• Embedding understanding of different ways of life 

• Developing an understanding that historical events can be interpreted in different 

ways. 

• Creative problem solving by asking searching questions, such as ‘how do we know?’ 

Curriculum Intent 

• To have and gain experiences of the past to enable us to become more self aware 

Curriculum Implementation 

• Individualised curriculum 

• Trip to understand our history 

• Practical experiences 

• Cross curricular links 

Curriculum Impact 

• To be secure in their knowledge of their family tree 

Teacher planning and organisation 

Each class teacher is responsible for the teaching of history in their class. All teaching will be 

appropriately differentiated in order to meet the individual starting points of the young 

people. We achieve this by: 

• Setting common tasks which are open ended and can have a variety of responses. 

• Providing resources depending on the needs of the pupils. 

• Using additional adult support effectively. 

 

Long Term Planning 

The National Curriculum for History, 2014, provides the long term planning. 

KS2 and KS3 follow a thematic approach ensuring that the historical I can statements are 

taught and embedded. 

 

Medium Term Planning 

Key Stage 2 

All pupils in Key Stage 2 will receive a Key Stage 2 curriculum that has been differentiated 

appropriately in order to meet individuals needs. All teachers are encouraged to take a cross 
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curricular approach when considering the planning of history. Pupils are encouraged to record their 

learning in a variety of ways including the use of technology. 

Key Stage 3 

In Key Stage 3 pupils will receive a Key Stage 3 curriculum which takes into account their individual 

starting points and their prior learning. Resources and support will be used effectively. 

Key Stage 4 

If appropriate, pupils will work towards a qualification in history. 

Key Stage 4 and 5 Equals Curriculum. 

Moving On. 

The Moving on curriculum is organised into five one year programmes. 

• Globetrotter 

• Voyager 

• Adventurer 

• Traveller 

• Explorer 

Each programme is divided into three areas of study. 

• World Studies 

• Independent Living 

• Vocational Skills 

World Studies includes Science, Technology, Foreign Cultures, Creativity and Humanities.  

Independent Living includes PHSE, Citizenship, Leisure and Recreation and Daily Living Skills.  

Vocational Skills includes Work Related Learning, Careers Education and Guidance / Post School 

Planning. 

 

ASDAN 

History Short Course (Age 13+) 

https://www.asdan.org.uk/courses/programmes/history-short-course 

This course will focus on  

• Local history,  

• British history – our island stories,  

• Britain, the empire and the world,  

• History from below,  

• European history, 

• History in the world. 

OCR 

https://www.asdan.org.uk/courses/programmes/history-short-course
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History Entry Level – R435 

https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/entry-level/history-r435-from-2016/ 

Students must complete all three tasks which make up 100% of the assessment. 

Content overview 

Thematic study 40% 

One from: 

• Crime and punishment. 

• People’s health. 

• Migration. 

• War and British society. 

• Power, monarchy and democracy. 

Depth study 30% 

One from: 

• Germany 1925–55. 

• The USA 1919–74. 

• Normans 1065–1087. 

• Elizabethans 1580–1603. 

• The Making of America 1789–1900. 

• The Viking Age c. 750–c. 1050. 

• Britain: Peace and war 1900–18. 

• International relations 1918–2001. 

Study of a site or individual – 30% 

Students choose either a site or an individual to study and complete two pieces of work: 

• A 150-word biography (of the person) or guide (to the site). 

• A 250-word explanation of the importance and impact of their site or individual over 

time. 

 

Short Term Planning 

https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/entry-level/history-r435-from-2016/
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It is the class teacher who completes the weekly plans for the teaching of the humanities 

lessons.  These weekly plans, list specific learning objectives for each young person and 

details the learning experiences they will facilitate. 

Homework is used to support the humanities curriculum through tasks such as: 

• research 

All classrooms will contain resources, which support the pupils learning, these will be 

appropriately stored and accessible. Teacher’s plans focus on historical  development so 

that they build on prior learning. The teaching of history, and additional experiences give 

pupils the opportunity to develop skills, knowledge and understanding. Pupils are teacher 

assessed to ensure that they have understood and have met the objectives. 

 

Pupil’s work 

When working in books, all lessons will start with a lesson context label. Evidence from 

lessons may take many forms including, jottings and written text, photographs, film clips 

(viewed via QR Scan Codes) and Adult Observations Records. 

Once a pupil has a good standard of written work they will be allowed to use pen. 

Pupils should reflect on their learning using the self evaluation stamp. 

 

Marking 

Marking of children’s work is essential to ensure that further progress is made. This allows 

for misconceptions to be addressed. Children may have corrections in their work and these 

will be completed at the start of the next lesson. 

Work will be marked following Birchwood School’s Marking and Feedback Policy. 

 

Assessment 

Teachers will make regular assessments of each pupil’s progress and record these 

systematically. 

Pupil’s work is assessed frequently through 

• Regular marking 

• Analysing errors 

• Questioning 

• Discussion 

• Plenaries 
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Progress during lessons will be describes as Working Towards (WT), Achieved (A) or Secure 

(S). 

This information is used to inform future planning and teaching. Lessons are adapted readily 

and short term planning is evaluated and annotated accordingly. 

Pupil Progress meetings are held termly to discuss progress, set targets and to  identify next 

steps. 

 

Date Changes made Signature 
March 2021 Ratified  GovCom 

March 2022 Added information about the 3Is and Equals 
curriculum 

DC 

   

   

   
 

 


