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Birchwood School 

Curriculum Policy 

‘inspiring a better future’ 

Introduction 

Here at Birchwood School we put the young person at the centre of our provision whilst 

ensuring that the curriculum is both knowledge rich and skill based. 

All of the children who attend Birchwood School have a primary diagnosis of ASC and may 

have other associated diagnosis including Specific Learning Difficulties. In addition to the 

diagnosis of ASC, it is highly likely that children will have communication difficulties and low 

levels of English and Mathematics therefore the aim of this curriculum is to help all children 

to overcome their prime learning difficulties in order to fulfil their potential. 

 

The Curriculum 

At Birchwood School we put the pupil at the centre of our provision whilst ensuring that the 

curriculum is both knowledge rich and skills based.  It has been designed to create awe and 

wonder, through a mix of learning experiences, creative approaches and essential life skills.  

Communication and engagement skills are essential, and form the basis for all learning and 

are embedded throughout the curriculum. 

We will deliver the curriculum that recognise and build on the strengths of children and 

young people and acknowledges that there they may be from different protected 

characteristic such as  cultures, religion and belief, gender and sex, age, sexual orientation, 

marriage and civil partnerships, disability, gender reassignment, pregnancy and maternity 

and race (Protected characterises as set out in the Equality Act 2010) in ways that meet 

their needs and help them to achieve their full potential. 

Curriculum Intent 

• Re-engage students into education for varying crisis points. 

• Provide students with the highest quality of education possible. 

• Remove barriers to learning. 

• Developing social skills and relationships. 

• Improve mental health and well-being. 

• Positive contributions to the community and adulthood. 

Curriculum Implementation 

• Small class groups, therapeutic intervention, multi-sensory approach to teaching, 

bespoke timetables, SMART targets, behaviour support plans, safeguarding and 

SMSC. 
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• Highly skilled, trained teaching staff, curriculum lead teachers, exceptional, 

differentiated cross-curricular planning, tailored curriculum, extracurricular 

timetable for all. 

• Social stories, flexible timetables, small class sizes, high staff ratios, thematic 

approach to learning, excellent behaviour management techniques. 

• A vigorous focus on PHSE throughout the whole curriculum, robust reward/praise 

system, external curriculum e.g. DofE, creative studies, bespoke communication 

intervention programme. 

• Highly skilled teaching staff, student focused, high staff ratios, assemblies, PHSE 

lessons, exceptional welfare and health policies, reward programmes e.g. Awards 

Day. 

• Meaningful and vocational activities Lead, work experience tailored to individual 

needs, Equals curriculum, community-based curriculum, bespoke outreach 

programme. 

Curriculum Impact 

• Engaged, motivated students 

• High self-esteem, social skills and independence, exceptional attendance, 

independent self-regulation techniques, confident learners. 

• High-quality education for all. 

• Independent learners, wide range of accredited qualifications, preparation for 

adulthood, work ethics, employability. 

• Barriers to learning recognised and reduced. 

• Students are happier, have wider access to the community, greater social skills, 

PHSE friendships, relationships, British Values, independence, high attendance 

and are much more able to recognise their barriers to learning. 

• Students have excellent social skills and an understanding of relationships. 

• Students can make informal choices, have improved relationships at home and 

in school, and increased independence.  

• Mental health and well-being is improved. 

• Self-esteem, confidence, engaged learners who feel happy and safe, full 

engagements with the curriculum. 

• Active members of the community, positively contributing to adulthood and 

society. 

• Access the community as independently as possible and students will be 

prepared for adulthood, employability, and are socially engaged with the 

community. 

 

We teach English, Maths, Science, PE and PHSE as core subjects.  Religious Education and 

Relationship and Sex Education is also taught (Relationships Education for primary pupils 

and Relationships and Sex Education for secondary pupils). The arts, humanities and life 

skills complete the curriculum. Modern Foreign Languages will be taught to KS2 and KS3. 

Independent Careers advice will be provided to all children. 

We engage and motivate children in a number of ways: 
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• A broad and balanced coverage of topics and subjects with basic skills at the core 

• By offering an exciting range of activities and stimulating experiences to extend and 

compliment learning 

• By encouraging children to make connections in their learning. 

 

The goals of the curriculum are: 

• To provide high quality learning appropriate to need 

• To provide opportunities for progress, achievement and educational success 

• To provide opportunities for lifelong learning, preparation for adulthood in order to 

become educated citizens. 

• To make learning enjoyable and a positive experience and inspire a love of learning 

• To develop motivation and commitment to learning 

• To nurture and develop skills for independence and co-operation with others. 

• To enable initiative, resilience and self-reliance and enhance self-esteem and 

confidence 

• To explore and celebrate difference 

• To make an effective age appropriate careers provision 

• To work collaboratively with members of the therapy team in providing a holistic 

approach individual children’s education. 

• To immerse children into carefully planned activities, discussions and projects to 

reinforce learning and deepen understanding 

• To provoke thinking and dialogue skills through effective questioning (Blooms 

Taxonomy) 

• To teach about safeguarding, including online safety. 

The curriculum also contributes to pupil’s behaviour and welfare, including their physical, 

mental and personal well-being, safety and spiritual, moral, social and cultural 

development. 

 

Social, Moral, Spiritual and Cultural aspects of the curriculum (SMSC) 

We recognise the importance of SMSC development and highlight opportunities within each 

curriculum subject offered to address, explore and teach these aspects and values 

accordingly.  Prominent in each of our classrooms are our own values, agreed and developed 

with young people, which set out the expectations for behaviour and conduct in the 

classroom.  Birchwood School will also promote Fundamental British Values (FBV) as detailed 

in the Prevent strategy.  

 

Curriculum organisation 
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The curriculum for KS2 and KS3 is mapped out into a three year rolling cycle ensuring that all 

subjects are included.  Skills are assessed and knowledge will be built on sequentially. 

Through planning teachers will promote the development of pupil’s knowledge, 

understanding and skills. 

Students at KS4 will access a range of qualification and accreditation pathways, in line with 

their needs, abilities and preferences. These may include AQA Unit Awards, ASDAN, Equals, 

NCFE Entry Level, Functional Skills and GCSEs. Resources within school (including physical 

resources/facilities and staff skillset) will be developed over a period of time so that 

qualifications/accreditation courses are taught in line with course specifications and remit. 

All students in Key Stage 5 / Post 16 will work towards accreditations and awards based on 

their individual prior attainment and qualifications gained in Key Stage 4.  It will be a 

personalised curriculum designed to respond to the interests of the learner and the 

opportunities available in the local area, which will prepare them for their future. 

 

Other skills and qualifications which may be offered may include Duke of Edinburgh, The 

Prince’s Trust and the Arts Award. 

 

Personalisation 

Children who attend Birchwood School may need a bespoke education package; this will be 

tailored to the needs of the child.  We individualise work using information taken from both 

formative and summative assessments, with support from therapy colleagues.  

Children who attend Birchwood School will receive an appropriately levelled English, Maths 

and Science curriculum constructed from a variety of course frameworks. These may include 

NCFE Functional Skills, AQA Unit Awards and ASDAN. This curriculum will be supplemented 

by using the Certificate of Personal Effectiveness ASDAN course at Levels 1,2 or 3.  These 

courses ensure that pupils undertake Personal, Social, Health Education and Citizenship in 

accordance with the ethos of the school.  These individual curriculums will be dependent of 

the standards at which pupils present following their baseline testing, their EHCP priorities 

and their motivations and desires. 

Assessment 

When a child first enrols at school, staff will complete baseline assessments based on a 

range of assessments, observations and professional dialogues with previous staff.  This 

information will be used to set targets for each child.  Assessment tables are regularly 

updated to track progress. 

The Boxall Profile is also completed for all children.  The online assessment tool is used to 

set and track progress against targets.  Staff complete regular observations linked to these 

targets. 
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Appendix A 

Curriculum Subject Information 

English and Communication 

English is made up of reading, writing and speaking and listening. Reading skills, including 

phonics will be taught discretely and practised daily until each child is a fluent reader. 

Phonics will use a range of resources including Letters and Sounds and Precision Teaching.  

Comprehension skills will be taught and embedded during both English and topic lessons. 

Read Theory (online resources) may be used to support the teaching of comprehension. 

Each topic will have at least one high quality text.  This will be used to explore the topic and 

as a basis for the English lessons.  Grammar, spelling and punctuation will be taught at each 

child’s individual starting point following the steps in the GAP LTP. During writing lessons, 

children will be exposed to a range of fiction and non fiction genres and writing for different 

purposes.  Children may use both hand written and IT to record their work. 

Modern Foreign Languages (MFL) will focus of the language of Spanish and will be taught to 

KS2 and KS3. The skills will be primarily spoken Spanish but with some written language too. 

Speaking and listening is an essential skill and will be modelled and consciously reinforced 

in all areas of the curriculum.  Daily Snack and Chat will have a speaking and listening focus 

and observations will be recorded during this time.  Children will be encouraged to explore 

different ways of presenting their work including using film, blogs and voice recordings. 

Maths 

Maths will be taught discretely based on each child’s individual starting point using White 

Rose Maths resources as guidance.  Maths skills will be embedded during life skill sessions 

e.g. baking, shopping and other areas of the curriculum.  

Science 

Science will be taught following the three year topic cycle.  Where possible, children will be 

given hands on experiences.  Recording of ideas and results may be done in a range of way 

(see writing and speaking and listening). 

Human and Social 

History and Geography will be taught following the three year topic cycle.  Educational trips 

and guest speakers will enhance the curriculum.  Recording of ideas and results may be 

done in a range of way (see writing and speaking and listening). 

Religious Education (RE) will be taught discretely following the three year topic cycle.  

Additional whole school celebrations and theme days linked to religious celebrations will be 

planned as part of the yearly calendar.  Visits to local places of worship and guest speakers 

will enhance the teaching of RE. 

Aesthetic and Creative 



Policy No: BWS 01 Curriculum - Version 5- February 2022 
 
 

Art will focus on both skills and famous artists. Children will record their thoughts and ideas 

in a sketch book.  

Music will be taught both as part of topic and discretely for those children who wishes to 

learn an instrument. 

Technological 

Design and Technology (DT) will include Food Technology and Life Skills and should be as 

practical as possible. Maths, science, computing and art skills will be incorporated in DT 

lessons.   

Computing 

Computing will focus on both e-safety and key skills.  E-safety will be taught every year and 

will be revisited during the year. Technology will be utilised in other areas of the curriculum 

where appropriate e.g. Edmodo 

Physical  

Physical Education (PE) will focus on keeping healthy, key skills and team work.  Swimming 

and water safety will also be taught. Additional PE experiences e.g. horse riding may also be 

included.   

PHSE 

Through PSHE we aim to ensure pupils are effectively prepared for the opportunities, 

responsibilities and experiences of life in British society. 

The PSHE and SMSC curriculum strongly encourages respect for other people, and promotes 

the fundamental British values– democracy, the rule of law, individual liberty and mutual 

respect and tolerance, particularly for those people with protected characteristics. 

Relationships Education will be taught to all primary age pupils and Relationships and Sex 

Education will be taught to all secondary age pupils at a level of understanding appropriate 

to each child.  Relationships will also include safeguarding, including online safety. 

ASDAN 

ASDAN programmes and qualifications will dovetail into the curriculum and aim to promote 

active learning.  The ASDAN principals are building belief, engaging and motivating learners, 

promoting progress and achievement, inspiring creativity, releasing potential.  ASDAN will 

focus on the four areas of employment, independent living, good health and friends, 

relationships and community. ASDAN short courses will support the curriculum and 

children’s interests e.g. Food Wise, Animal Care. 

14-19 Curriculum 

A bespoke package will be created for each child based on their individual needs and 

aspirations. Each package will develop individual skills and encourage independence. 

Equals Curriculum 
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Key Stage 4 and 5 Equals Curriculum. 

Moving On. 

The Moving on curriculum is organised into five one year programmes. 

• Globetrotter 

• Voyager 

• Adventurer 

• Traveller 

• Explorer 

Each programme is divided into three areas of study. 

• World Studies 

• Independent Living 

• Vocational Skills 

World Studies includes Science, Technology, Foreign Cultures, Creativity and Humanities.  

Independent Living includes PHSE, Citizenship, Leisure and Recreation and Daily Living Skills.  

Vocational Skills includes Work Related Learning, Careers Education and Guidance / Post School 

Planning. 

 

Career Guidance 

Independent career guidance will be provided for all children. 
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