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Welcome to Birchwood School
Birchwood School is a 25 place independent specialist school for boys and girls aged 8 
to 18 who have Autistic Spectrum Conditions and associated learning needs.

Table of Contents

Our school is;
•  A calm, safe, supportive and nurturing 

environment.
•  A community who are respectful, tolerant and 

open-minded citizens.
•  A place where everyone aspires to be the very 

best they can be and to develop the skills for life 
long learning.

The school is located in a recently refurbished 
building close to Birchwood Shopping Mall and 
local amenities.

What we offer;
• A bespoke curriculum.
• A positive environment.
• High staff to pupil ratios.
•  Bespoke tailored programmes for education  

and social and personal development.
• Support for learning and life skills.
• Multi-disciplinary team of support.
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Our aims and objectives
Inspiring a better future
At Birchwood School, we believe in putting 
the pupil at the centre of our provision, 
building on their emotional and social 
development as well as their academic 
achievement.

Our overarching objective is to inspire a 
better future for each pupil who attends the 
school to ensure that they have the skills and 
attributes to make a positive contribution and 
become responsible citizens.

It is our goal to help each child find their 
voice, develop their own talents and be 
confident. We aim to celebrate each child’s 
achievement for what they can achieve, help 
them to see themselves as complete and 
unique, and enable them to go out into the 
world with confidence.

Our Ethos

Potential 
Supporting young people 
to develop and fulfil their 
potential.

Achievement
Achieving valuable skills for 
learning, skills for life and 
skills for work.

Growth
Learning about ourselves  
to grow emotionally.

Empowerment 
Encouraging a young person 
to believe in their own 
abilities.
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Admissions
Birchwood School accepts as part of its 
admissions policy all children aged between 
8 and 18. We recommend that all children 
admitted have a pre-existing EHCP. 
We accept children with a primary diagnosis of 
ASC along with other associated conditions.

SEND and EHC Plans
Our overarching objective is to help each 
and every young person who is a student at 
Birchwood School grow and develop into the 
very best version of themselves. It is our goal 
to help each child find their voice, develop 
their talents, and be confident in their ability  
to be an individual. 

We aim to celebrate with each child what 
they can achieve, help them see themselves 
as complete and unique and enable them to 
go into the world with confidence. 

We aim to;
•  Create a learning environment which  

meets the needs of the children.
•  Make sure every child gets the support  

they need.
•  Be effective partners with Local Authorities, 

parents and all stakeholders.
•  Create a bespoke package for each child 

directly linked to the outcomes on their 
EHCP.

Referral made by 
Local Authority

Birchwood School to complete
assessment process

Expression of interest sent
to Local Authority

Opportunity to meet young people 
and their family

Offer letter and acceptance
forms sent

Transition / Admission

Post admission review
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Education
Here at Birchwood School we put the 
young person at the centre of our provision, 
whilst ensuring that the curriculum is both 
knowledge-based and skill-based.

All of the children who attend Birchwood 
School have a primary diagnosis of ASC 
with other associated conditions, including 
Specific Learning Difficulties. 

In addition to the diagnosis of ASC,  
it is highly likely that children will have 
communication difficulties, and low levels of 
English and Mathematics. Our aim with this 
curriculum is to help all children to overcome 
their prime learning difficulties in order to  
fulfil their potential.

The Curriculum
At Birchwood School we put the pupil at the 
centre of our provision whilst ensuring that 
the curriculum is both knowledge-based 
and skills-based. It has been designed to 
create awe and wonder, through a mix of 
learning experiences, creative approaches 
and essential life-skills. Communication and 
engagement skills are essential, and form 
the basis for all learning and are embedded 
throughout the curriculum.

We will deliver the curriculum that recognises 
and builds on the strengths of children and 
young people in ways that meet their needs, 
and help them achieve their full potential. 
We acknowledge that our childern may have 
different protected characteristics such as 
culture, religion and belief, gender and sex, 
age, sexual orientation, marriage and civil 
partnerships, disability, gender reassignment, 
pregnancy and maternity and race (Protected 
characteristics as set out in the Equality Act 
2010).

We engage and motivate children in 
a number of ways;
•  A broad and balanced coverage of topics and 

subjects with basic skills at the core.
•  By offering an exciting range of activities 

and stimulating experiences to extend and 
compliment learning.

•  By encouraging children to make connections in 
their learning.

The goals of the curriculum are;
•  To provide high quality learning appropriate  

to need.
•  To provide opportunities for progress, 

achievement and educational success.
•  To provide opportunities for lifelong learning, 

preparation for adulthood in order to become 
educated citizens.

•  To make learning enjoyable and a positive 
experience and inspire a love of learning.

•  To develop motivation and commitment to 
learning.

•  To nurture and develop skills for independence 
and co-operation with others.

•  To enable initiative, resilience and self-reliance 
and enhance self-esteem and confidence.

• To explore and celebrate difference.
•  To make an effective age appropriate  

careers provision.
•  To work collaboratively with members of the 

therapy team in providing a holistic approach to 
individual children’s education.

•  To immerse children into carefully planned 
activities, discussions and projects to reinforce 
learning and deepen understanding

•  To provoke thinking and dialogue skills through 
effective questioning (Blooms Taxonomy).

•  To teach about safeguarding, including  
online safety.

The curriculum also contributes to pupil’s 
behaviour and welfare, including their physical, 
mental and personal well-being, safety and 
spiritual, moral, social and cultural development.

Key Stage 2 
English and Communication, Maths, Science, 
History, Geography, Religious Education, PHSE, 
Music, Art, Physical Education, Modern Foreign 
Languages and Technology.

Key Stage 3 
English and Communication, Maths, Science, 
History, Geography, Religious Education, PHSE, 
Music, Art, Physical Education, Modern Foreign 
Languages and Technology.

Key Stage 4 
As above but may include NCFE, ASDAN or AQA

Post 16 
Bespoke education package tailored to meet 
individual needs and interests.
Once a pupil has achieved the appropriate level 
in English and Maths they may follow a  
bespoke package which may include  
NCFE, ASDAN or AQA.
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Careers
The focus of Careers Education and 
Guidance is to raise aspirations and to 
equip young people with the knowledge 
and understanding, skills and attitudes, as 
a foundation for managing their life long 
careers and learning.

Careers Education and Guidance 
comprises of five elements;
• Careers education within the curriculum.
•  Planning and recording of achievements 

and work-related activities.
• Job search skills and work experience.
• Access to individual guidance and support.
• Access to impartial careers information.

Each young person’s careers programme  
will be bespoke to the individual needs.

Assessment, reporting  
and recording
The school administers a bespoke 
assessments package which takes into 
account that all children learn and make 
progress in different ways. Progress is 
measured and reported termly using a variety 
of methods bespoke to each child. 

Birchwood School  
assessment aims to;
•  Provide a baseline against which to 

measure attainment and progress in areas.
•  Identify the learning needs of an  

individual pupil.
•  Inform planning, target setting and 

individual provision.
•  Assist with the development of quality 

teaching strategies which motivates pupils.
•  Be accurate, reliable and consistent across 

the school using a range of evidence and 
strategies.

• Complies with statutory requirements.
•  Inform parents and carers of their child’s 

experiences and achievements.
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Behaviour
We have expectations of our students and 
believe that they will learn, feel safe, secure 
and positive about themselves if they have 
clear and consistent boundaries. The school 
follows a ‘Behaviour for Learning’ policy 
which promotes a positive ethos and helps 
pupils to fulfil their potential. The policy helps 
to celebrate effort, achievement and success 
for all. It is consistent and fair with clear 
rewards and sanctions. 

All young people have a personalised 
Behaviour Support Plan which is reviewed in 
response to their changing needs.
 

Young people are encouraged to 
follow the Birchwood Guidelines;
•  Always interact positively with others  

(by being safe, kind, respectful, helpful,  
listening carefully and taking turns).

•  Always be in the right place at the  
right time.

•  Always follow safe instructions, including 
any special/additional rules for some 
activities.

• Always tell the truth.
•  Always try hard with our work and 

homework.
•  Always look after our own property and  

the property of others, including handing  
in any electrical devices at the start of  
the school day.

•  Always move around the school in a  
safe way or any other place being visited.

• Always let an adult know where we are.
•  Always bring the equipment we need for 

each school day, including our uniform  
and PE kit.

•  Always remember to display good 
behaviour inside and outside of school.

Policies and Procedures
Information about Birchwood School and our 
policies are available on request and can be 
found on the school website.

The following policies are available;
• Safeguarding and Child Protection Policy.
• Behaviour for Learning Policy.
• Anti-bullying Policy.
• Health and Safety Policy.
• First Aid Policy.
• Complaints Policy.
• Admissions Policy.
• Curriculum Policy.
• SEND Policy.
• English as an Additional Language Policy.
• Exclusions Policy.
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Safeguarding
We are committed to providing a safe and 
secure environment for all our students.  
We ensure consistent delivery through;
•  Consistent implementation of safeguarding 

policies and procedures, including safer 
recruitment.

•  Ensuring all staff receive regular child 
protection training and are aware and follow 
our safeguarding policies and procedures.

•  The Head Teacher has undergone 
Designated Safeguarding Training and is 
responsible for Safeguarding.

•  The Governance Committee reviews the 
Child Protections and Safeguarding Policy 
annually.

We are committed to the protection of all of 
our pupils and therefore all child protection 
issues will be referred to the appropriate local 
authority and social services department as 
required under child protection procedures.

Registrations and Inspections
We are regulated by the Department for Education 
(DFE) Our Inspections are carried out by OFSTED. 
A copy of our latest report can be requested from 
our main office or be found online.

The Team
• Head teacher – Deb Chappel
• Head of Operations – Salman Ugradar
• HR – Nicola Greenwood
• Proprietor – Deb Chappel

Contact Us
If you would like more information about 
Birchwood School, please contact us;
Birchwood Children’s Services
Ainscough Road
Birchwood
Warrington
WA3 7PW
01925 202448 / 202449
www.bwchildservices.com

Head Office
Regent House,
Regent Street
Blackburn
BB1 6BH
01254 676565
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